
UNPACKING ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENTS - ISMGS AND COGNITIONS



COGNITIVE PROCESSES – WHAT ARE THEY?

Cognitive processes are thinking processes. 

Cognitive verbs refer to the DOING in a specific thinking process. 

EXAMPLE: Explain, analyse, calculate or apply

In assessment, the cognitive verb determines the kind of evidence we would expect from a student. For each 
cognitive verb there is an agreed definition that guides a teacher to assess whether a student has demonstrated 
evidence of that cognitive process.

analyse
consider in detail for the purpose of finding meaning or relationships, and identifying patterns, similarities and 
differences



COGNITIVE PROCESSES – WHAT ARE THEY?
So, it’s important for everyone to have an agreed understanding and know what these cognitions look like in 
practical terms.

Here’s an example – the agreed definition of ANALYSE.
analyse
consider in detail for the purpose of finding meaning or relationships, and identifying patterns, similarities and 
differences

ACTIVITY
You will find a series of cards at your tables. 
Your task (should you choose to accept it) is to match the cognitive verbs 
with their definitions. 



ANALYSE

EVALUATE

INTERPRET

APPLY

EXAMINE

SELECT

COMPARE

EXPLAIN

MAKE 
DECISIONS REPRESENT

IDENTIFY

DESCRIBE

UNDERSTAND

INFER

DEVELOP



consider in detail for 
the purpose of 

finding meaning or 
relationships, and 

identifying patterns, 
similarities and 

differences

examining and 
judging the merit or 
significance of 
something 

explaining the 
meaning of 

information or 
actions

use or employ in a 
particular situation

determine the nature 
or conditions of 

make a choice 
between options

estimate, measure or 
note how things are 
similar or dissimilar 

provide additional 
information that 
demonstrates 
understanding of 
reasoning and/or 
application 

examine alternatives 
to choose an option

use words, images, 
symbols or signs to 

convey meaning

establish or indicate 
who or what 
someone or 
something is 

give an account of 
characteristics or 
features

to perceive what is 
meant, grasp an idea, 
and to be thoroughly 

familiar with

a conclusion reached 
on the basis of 
evidence or 
reasoning 

demonstrates 
understanding of 
knowledge using 
varying levels of skills



ASSESSMENT INSTRUMENTS – Let’s unpack what they are.

TECHNIQUE

ACH. 
STANDARD

CONDITIONS

CONTEXT

TASK

COGNITIONS IN 
CONTEXT

STIMULUS

CHECKPOINTS

CHECKPOINTS

SCAFFOLDING



CONSISTENT APPROACH TO ASSESSMENT DESIGN

• QA process initiated with staff at 
intra-faculty, inter-faculty and 
individual peer feedback level to 
confirm quality of assessment 
prior to use with students.



MARKING GUIDES – WHAT ARE THEY?



Instrument specific marking guides

MARK RANGE

ASSESSMENT 
OBJECTIVES

CRITERION

TECHNIQUE

QUALIFIERS

C STANDARD

CHARACTERISTICS OF EVIDENCE

DESCRIBES THE 
QUALITIES OF 

STUDENT WORK

ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING /100 THIS IS DIFFERENT IN 
DIFFERENT SUBJECTS





Whole school moderation 
processes exist to support 
quality assessment practices 
before, during and after your 
student receives their 
assessment instrument. Those 
indicated by arrow are 
specifically linked to assessment 
design.
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