
Social Emotional books 
 

Diversity 
Rose’s Garden by Peter Reynolds 
The Sandwich Swap by Queen Rania Al Abdullah 
If the World Were a Village by David J. Smith 
If America Were A Village by David J. Smith 
The Wakame Gatherers by Holly Thompson 
Let’s Talk About Race by Julius Lester 
Faith by Maya Ajmera et al 
To Be A Kid by Maya Ajmera and John Ivanko 
Come And Play (poetry) edited by Ayana Lowe 
In Our Mothers’ House by Patricia Polacco 
Molly’s Family by Nancy Garden 
 

Empathy/Friendship 
The Bog Baby by Jeanne Willis 
City Dog, Country Frog by Mo Willems 
Peach & Blue by Sally Kilborne 
Freedom Summer by Deborah Wiles 
Brown Rabbit in the City by Natalie Russell 
Marianthe’s Story by Aliki 
Earth To Audrey by Susan Hughes 
Willow’s Whispers by Lana Button 
Me and You by Genevieve Cote 
 

Bullying 
One by Kathryn Otoshi 
Say Something by Peggy Moss 
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Little Smudge by Lionel Le Neouanic 
Bird Child by Nan Forler 
Stand Tall, Molly Lou Melon by Patty Lovell 
Two Of A Kind by Jacqui Robbins 
Trouble Talk by Trudy Ludwig 
Just Kidding by Trudy Ludwig 
My Secret Bully by Trudy Ludwig 
 

Escalation/De-escalation 
The Enemy by David Cali 
No! by David McPhail 
Why? by Nikolai Popov  
Enemy Pie by Derek Munson 
Henry and the Kite Dragon by Bruce Hall 
Feathers and Fools by Mem Fox 
The Butter Battle Book by Dr. Seuss 
The War by Anais Vaugelade 
 

Point of View 
The Sandbox by Don Rowe 
Playing War by Kathy Beckwith 
It’s Not Fair! by Amy Krouse Rosenthal & Tom 
Lichtenheld  
 

Self Esteem 
Don’t Laugh At Me by Steve Seskin and Allen Shamblin 
Better Than You by Trudy Ludwig 
Spork by Kyo Maclear  
The OK Book by Amy Krouse Rosenthal & Tom 
Lichtenheld 
Zero by Kathryn Otoshi 
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Making A Difference 
Ordinary Mary’s Extraordinary Deed by Emily Pearson 
One Smile by Cindy McKinley 
Fly Free! by Roseanne Thong 
One Hen by Katie Smith Milway 
 

Anger 
Sometimes I’m Bombaloo by Rachel Vail 
Angry Dragon by Thiery Robberecht 
 

Gratitude 
The Wishing Tree by Roseanne Thong 
The Boy From the Dragon Palace by M.R. MacDonald 
The Gift of Nothing by Patrick McDonnell 
It’s Not What You’ve Got! By Wayne Dyer 
Thanks A Million by Nikki Grimes (poetry) 
Thanks and Giving All Year Long by Marlo Thomas 
 

Other Emotions 
Henry in Love by Peter McCarty 
My Heart is Like a Zoo by Michael Hall 
On Monday When It Rained by Cherryl Kachenmeister 
Feelings by Aliki 
Sometimes I Feel Like a Mouse by Jeanne Modesitt 
What Are You So Grumpy About? by Tom Lichtenheld 
The Best Part of Me by Wendy Ewald 
 

Real-life Peacemakers  
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Woody Guthrie: Poet of the People by Bonnie Christensen 
Alia’s Mission: Saving the Books of Iraq by Mark Alan 
Stamaty 
Mama Miti by Donna Jo Napoli 
Wangari’s Trees of Peace by Jeanette Winter 
John Lewis in the Lead by Jim Haskins and Kathleen 
Benson 
Delivering Justice by Jim Haskins 
Paths to Peace Jane Breskin Zalben 
 

Stories from Real 
Conflicts 
Nasreen’s Secret School by Jeanette Winter 
(Afghanistan) 
Sami and the Time of Troubles by Heide & Gilliland 
(Middle East) 
Faithful Elephants by Yukio Tsuchiya (Japan – WWII) 
Sitti’s Secrets by Naomi Shihab Nye 
The Librarian of Basra by Jeanette Winter (Iraq) 
Silent Music by James Rumford (Iraq) 
Afghan Dreams by Tony O’Brien & Mike Sullivan 
Selavi A Haitian Story of Hope by Youme 
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